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GENERAL INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION

Murrumba State Secondary College is recognised as the first choice education 
provider for families in the Murrumba Downs community. We are creating a college 
where every young learner develops a sense of belonging and is inspired to shape 
their preferred future. 

The college motto learning for life provides a focused mantra that is so much more 
than words on an emblem. It conveys the meaning of why we are here and that for 
which we strive. It will be woven into the very fabric of our culture.

We will achieve our vision because,
• we have a strong foundation of values that are touchstones for everything we

do
• we have an unrelenting focus on quality outcomes for students
• we deliver a world-class education

OUR VALUES

Our college values are the beacon that guide our students and instill the essence of 
what makes us unique. Every teacher, every student and every visitor to Murrumba 
State Secondary College will be expected to embrace these values and be proud to 
champion them.

Respect - Pride - Resilience - Community- Quality Learning

These values form the very heart of our new school, and we will be recognised amongst
the greater community for:

• Respect - showing respect for self, for the dignity of others, our school, our
world

• Pride - celebrating excellence and sharing our successes
• Resilience - picking ourselves up in the face of adversity, refocusing and never

giving in
• Community - forming strong networks as active citizens in a global community
• Quality Learning - our passion for learning and desire to grow

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Each student is encouraged to achieve their personal best and to develop a sense of 
pride in themselves, the College and their community. As well as enhanced in-class 
learning opportunities, students have the opportunity to pursue areas of individual 
interest and to develop a high level of competency by participating in a range of 
activities provided by the College and by external providers such as tertiary institutions
and professional associations.MSSC
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STUDENT PROGRESS AND TRACKING

Students will receive a report on their progress 4 times a year. The report indicates the 
grade achieved in each subject, as well as the student’s progress in relation to 
behaviour, effort a n d h omework c ompletion. E a ch s t udent’s p r ogress i s m 
onitored closely and parents are contacted regularly by teachers and the student 
services team so that they may be aware of the progress being made. If individual 
students encounter difficulties with their learning, parents/caregivers are contacted 
before the formal reporting period. Parents are welcome to contact the school at any time 
if they are concerned about their child’s progress. 

STUDENT SUPPORT

SPECIALIST SERVICES
To support student progress and development, Murrumba State Secondary College has 
access to various onsite and visiting educational specialists. Your permission for referral, 
testing or support will be sought where a teacher considers that your child would 
benefit from these services. You may also request support through the class teacher if 
you have a specific concern regarding your child’s social, emotional or educational 
needs.

A Guidance Officer provides counselling and assessment support. Students and 
parents/guardians are welcome to access our Guidance Officer by appointment.

Learning Support Staff are engaged in designing programs of enrichment or learning 
support as required and working with students within classrooms and in small groups. 
Special Education Teachers will work with students who have special needs, designing 
Individual Education Programs and inclusive strategies to best meet individual student 
needs.

A College Chaplain provides support to students, staff and parents of the College 
community and is an integral part of the counselling and support services.

These specialists work in partnership with parents, classroom teachers, teacher aides and 
specialist agencies to ensure that we provide our students with a diverse and 
responsive supportive College environment.

JUNIOR SECONDARY CURRICULUM

Murrumba State Secondary College’s Year 7 curriculum represents a sequence 
of carefully planned and balanced learning experiences designed to meet the current and 
future needs of our students. It is grounded in student focused educational 
philosophy and practice, responsive to individual student needs, as well as being rich 
in real-life significance. Our curriculum is focused around a student’s active 
investigation of our world. Through investigation, students will interpret, interact and 
influence the world they live in.  At the core of our curriculum is the focus on literacy, 
numeracy and ICTs. 

Our students will be studying the Australian Curriculum for Mathematics, English,
Science and History.

Students will participate in mandated subjects (i.e. there are no elective subjects) 
and will participate in learning experiences in the core areas of Mathematics, English, 
Science, Social Sciences, Health and Physical Education and Languages Other than 
English (LOTE) as well as completing subjects from Technology and 

areas.

CAREER PLANNING
From Year 7, students begin investigating career options as part of planning for the 
direction their future education will take. They will be guided by various teachers in 
planning and mapping individual pathways.

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT
Murrumba State Secondary College provides a number of different avenues for 
academic enrichment. On top of in-class differentiation, the College provides small 
group extension and enrichment programs, as well as a range of co-curricula and 
extra curricula activities which are run before and after school and at lunchtimes.

MSSC
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SUBJECT INFORMATION

ENGLISH

Prerequisites/Special Requirements (if any): Nil

Brief Description / Outline:

At Murrumba State Secondary College, the Australian Curriculum: English forms the basis for the core studies for all 
students within the English department. The curriculum allows for the students to develop their skills in the important 
basics of mastering the meaningful use of the English language – spelling, punctuation and grammar – as well as the 
ability to improve other skills such as the analysis of different text types and presenting their ideas to an audience. 

In Year 7 students communicate with peers, teachers, individuals and groups in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual 
environments. They listen to, read, view, interpret, evaluate and perform a range of spoken, written and multimodal 
texts. These include various types of media texts including newspapers, magazines and digital texts, early adolescent 
novels, non-fiction, poetry and dramatic performances.

At Murrumba State Secondary College, the Year 7 English course consists of  lessons per week.

Brief Course and Assessment outline:

Cost : 

Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Materials:

Students will be required to have  ruled exercise books.
Pens, pencils, ruler, eraser
Pearson English Homework Program (available through the college)

Future Pathways:

MSSC
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MATHEMATICS 

Prerequisites/Special Requirements (if any): Nil

Brief Description / Outline of the subject:

Learning Mathematics creates opportunities for all Australians. The Mathematics
Curriculum provides students with essential mathematical skills and knowledge in Number 
and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.
It develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic 
life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional 
applications of mathematics are built.

Students in the Engineering Excellence Program are also enrolled in Mathematics
Extension. These students complete a similar program to the core classes but are extended 
in both depth and breadth of the content covered. 

Cost : 

Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Materials:
Students will be required to have:
* Two ruled exercise books - one for classwork and one for homework
* Graph paper
* Scientific calculator (Texas TI-30XB)
* Pens, pencils, ruler, eraser

Students will be provided (via the Student Resource Scheme) with access to:
* eTextbook

i  
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SCIENCE

Prerequisites: Nil

Special Requirements:

Students will be expected to participate safely in laboratory lessons and will be required to wear impervious shoes and 
other protective equipment (such as goggles, provided by the college) as directed by the teacher.

Brief Description / Outline of the subject:

Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important science concepts and processes, the 
practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our culture and society, and its applications in our 
lives. The curriculum supports students to develop the scientific k nowledge, u nderstandings and skills to make informed 
decisions about local, national and global issues and to participate, if they so wish, in science-related careers.

In addition to its practical applications, learning science is a valuable pursuit in its own right. Students can experience the joy of 
scientific discovery and nurture their natural curiosity about the world around them. In doing this, they develop critical and 
creative thinking skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and draw evidence-based conclusions 
using scientific methods. The wider benefits  are well established, including giving students 
the capability to investigate the natural world and changes made to it through human activity.

(The Australian Curriculum Version 3.0 dated Monday, 23 January 2012; p3)

This program consists of  lessons per week for the entire year.

Cost:

Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Materials:
Students will be required to have an exercise book for classwork and one for homework.
eTextbooks ( provided via the Student Resource Scheme)
Scientific calculator
Pens, pencils, ruler, eraser
USB

SCIENCE EXTENSION:
Students in the Engineering Excellence Program, in addition to their core studies in 
science, will engage in an extension science program. Through these studies, students
will be immersed in the curriculum at a deeper level, engaging in experiences wider to
those in the core studies. This extension program will ultimately prepare students for
studies in science in the senior years and beyond.

MSSC
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Future Pathways:

HISTORY

Prerequisites / Special requirements: Nil

Brief Description of the subject:

History is a disciplined inquiry into the past that develops students’ curiosity and 
imagination. It develops understanding of cultural, social and political events, processes 
and issues that have shaped humanity from earliest times. It enriches our appreciation 
of how the world and its people have changed, and the significant continuities that 
exist into the present. In this way, the study of history enables students to contribute
more effectively to creating the future.

At Murrumba State Secondary College, the Australian Curriculum: History forms the
framework for the courses of study for all Junior Secondary Students. The Year 7 
curriculum provides a study of history from the time of the earliest human communities
to the end of the ancient period, approximately 60 000 BC (BCE) – c.650 AD (CE). It was
a period defined by the development of cultural practices and organised societies. The
study of the ancient world includes the discoveries (the remains of the past and what
we know) and the mysteries (what we do not know) about this period of history, in a
range of societies including Australia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, China and India.

MSSC
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Brief Unit/Assessment Outline: 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Special requirements: Students must be prepared to participate fully in all practical activity lessons.  
Students must have a hat for all practical activities.

Description / Outline of the subject:

Health and Physical Education reflects the dynamic and multi-dimensional nature of health and recognizes the 
importance of physical activity in the lives of individuals and groups in our society. HPE offers students 
opportunities to develop knowledge, understandings, processes and skills necessary to make informed decisions 
about their physical wellbeing and health.

This program consists of two lessons per week for three terms. For one term this is reduced to one lesson per week 
(alternating with Spanish). Lessons are equally divided in to practical and theory learning experiences.

The course aims to;
• teach the basic skills, rules, strategies and tactics of a wide variety of activities.
• give each student the opportunity to develop skills to their full potential.
• have each student participate actively in all course components; those requiring input as an individual and as

a member of a team
• develop an attitude of sportsmanship and fair play.
• provide opportunities for leadership and to show the advantages of friendship, co-operation and

communication developed in a physical activity situation.

Brief Unit/Assessment Outline:

Cost :
Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

�
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Materials:
Students will be required to have two ruled exercise books.
Pens, pencils, ruler, eraser



SPANISH

Prerequisites/Special requirements:  Nil 

Description / Outline of the subject: 

Language studies focus on developing language proficiency and promote intercultural understanding. Studying 
a language better equips students to engage with others and participate fully in an increasingly globalised world. 

 Studying languages allows students 
to develop social and cognitive skills that will help them in other areas of the curriculum. Furthermore, acquiring 
knowledge of languages other than English will help to improve students’ future employment and economic 
opportunities. Students learning European languages expand their understanding and appreciation of the diversity 
expressed in languages and the influence of language on culture.

At MSSC, the decision was made to offer students the chance to study the second most spoken language in the world: 
Spanish. As such, students here at the college have an opportunity to increase their economic potential on a global 
scale. In an increasingly globalised world, this can only be viewed as a progressive way forward and we are proud to 
be able to offer such an opportunity.

Brief Unit/Assessment Outline:
The Year 7 Spanish program is designed to develop students’ skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. This year, 
they will be assessed on these skills in a more vigorous manner and will need to display those skills on a number of 
occasions.

Cost :
Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

MSSC
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Cost:  
Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College Website.

Future Pathways:

SPANISH ACCELERATION

Prerequisites/Special requirements:  
Entry via the application process which includes an interview. 

Description / Outline of the subject: 

Brief Unit/Assessment Outline: 

MSSC
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Brief Unit/Assessment Outline:



Cost:  
Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

 TECHNOLOG

Prerequisites/Special Requirements (if any): 

Description / Outline of the subject:

Unit/Assessment Outline:

MSSC
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In all strands students are challenged to:

•
•
•
•

Cost:
Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Future Pathways:

MSSC
2 2

www. murrumbassc.eq.edu.au www. murrumbassc.eq.edu.au

HIGH PERFORMANCE MUSIC

Prerequisites/Special Requirements (if any):

Entry via the application process which includes an audition.
Students must be prepared to fully commit to both class requirements and their chosen performance ensemble.

Brief Description / Outline of the subject:

High Performance Music is designed to assist in the development of students’ all-round musicianship as well as using 
their passion for music to enhance their academic success. A strong emphasis will be placed on both the practical and 
theoretical side of music and offer students many opportunities to develop their skills, providing students in the Murrumba 
area access to specialised teaching and performance opportunities. All students are to complete an application and 
audition for successfully entry into this program. 

Brief Course/Assessment Outline:

Cost (if any):

Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.



Future Pathways: 

MSSC
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Prerequisites/Special Requirements (if any):

Brief Description / Outline of the subject:

Brief Course/Assessment Outline:

Cost (if any):

Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.
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Future Pathways: 

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE PROGRAM

Prerequisites/Special Requirements (if any):

Expression of Interest in enrolment package
High performance in HAST exam which has a non-refundable fee
High academic achievement in maths and science
Evidence of College Values in student during interview
Participation in program reviewed at the end of each semester

Brief Description / Outline of the subject:
The Engineering Excellence Program aims to provide successful applicants with an extension from their core studies 
into the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics fields. These studies will then pave the way for students 
to move into Senior Engineering, Mathematics and Science subjects at the College with the aim to continue on in these 
areas at a university level.

Throughout the junior course, the student will engage with a variety of different units which may include Robotics, Design, 
Engineering, Sustainability, Food Technology, Environmental Engineering, Polymers, Biotechnology and Forensic Science.

Cost:
Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Materials:
Scientific calculator
Pens, pencils, eraser, ruler
USB
Ruled exercise book



Future Pathways:

Engineering Excellence Program in Junior Secondary will provide students with an exceptional opportunity 
to prepare themselves for studies in the Senior school and then onto tertiary studies. Some of the possible career pathways
this program could lead to include:

Engineering, Architecture, Design, Medical Sciences, Physiotherapy, Sports Science, Biotechnology, Pharmacy and any career 
in the Science, Engineering or Medical fields.

MSSC
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FOOTBALL ACADEMY

Prerequisites: 

Expression of Interest and successful trial.

Special requirements: 

Students must be prepared to participate in all practical lessons, including before school sessions where required. 
Students must conduct themselves in accordance with the Football Academy player code of conduct.

Description / Outline of the subject:

The Murrumba State Secondary College Football Academy provides talented   secondary-aged players a pathway to a 
career in football. The Football Academy employs a student-athlete model, where qualified and experienced staff work 
with the students to develop on- and off-field skills. The student-athlete model combines academic 
performance, with positive behaviour expectations and sporting performance to achieve success. This model has 
provided a range of positive outcomes, including youth international representatives and national championship 
winning teams as well as establish a number of high profile links within the community  Hyundai A-League club 
Brisbane Roar being one of example. 

The Football Academy combines practical and theory lessons to develop a student-athlete, prepared for the demands of 
juggling athletic performance with academic studies. The practical lessons develop the technical base the players have 
upon joining the program, then progress to applying them within a team unit. The theory component has four 
pillars  student-athletes, football excellence, performance enhancement and human excellence.
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Prerequisites: 

Special requirements: 

Description / Outline of the subject:

Brief Unit/Assessment Outline:

Cost: Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Health Unit - Personal Identity Football/Futsal Development

Health Unit - Food and Nutrition Football Development

Health Unit - Mental Health and Bullying Football Development

Laws of the game Football Development

Cost: Refer to the Fee Matrix on the College website.

Future Pathways:
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Future Pathways:




